Special Committee on Criminal Law and Practice
This committee continued its surveillance of development in the area of criminal law and practice.  The principal topics which were considered in the past year included a proposal by the Department of Justice to impose a code of practice in relation to expert evidence given in criminal proceedings.  Despite the submissions of the Bar Association, the Department of Justice decided to go it alone.  This was an area where there was a great deal of potential for common ground and the Department's decision in this context is disappointing.  However, much can be done in this area to ensure a fair and just code of practice.

The committee was also concerned with the approach of the government to legal aid fees in criminal cases.  The government's approach is something that we have consistently opposed and have sent submissions and made representations both to government and to the Legislative Council in order to avoid the impact of the approach of government.  What is truly needed as the committee noted, is a fundamentally new approach to the manner in which legal aid fees are assessed.  Efforts are underway to join with the Law Society of Hong Kong to attempt to bring about change.
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